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bAll Saints Sunday ~ November 1, 2009 ~ A homily preached by The RevOd
Erl G. Purnell at Old St. AndrewOs Church, Bloomfield, CT

Wisdom of Solomon 3.1 -9; Psalm 24:; Revelation 21.1 -6a; John 11.32 -44

Noah’s Ark Everythlng | need to know, | learneadfm Noal@ Ark.
ssupm 1. Don@ miss the boat.
" 2.Remember that we are all in the same boat!

% 3.Plan ahead. It wabraining when Noah built the Ark.

i 4.Stay fit. When yo®e 60 years old, someone may ask you to do something really big.
5. DonQ listen to critics; just get on with the job that needs to be done.
3 6. Build your future on high ground.
% 7.For safety® sake, travel in pairs.
8. Speed is@ always an advantage. The snails were on board with the cheetahs.
9. When yoube stressed|dat awhile.

> 10.Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs; the Titanic by professionals.

11 No matter the storm, when you are with God, tieatvaysa rainbow waiting.

Sometimes Spirit just shines as bright as the sun. Today is one of those days.
Good morning to you M akayla. Good morning Cameron. ItOs the sister and
brother team from Murray -land. WeOre glad to have you here this morning
and we hope yo~uC~)II keep coming week -by-week so you can get to know your
Old St. AndrewOs brothers and sisters.

In the November Crier, thereO s a little off -beat piece about NoahOs Ark and it
occurs to me that this might be a good time to explicate the eleven lessons
to be learned from that epic story. So, here goes.

The first? DonOt miss the boat. Makayla & Camero n, youOve got to pay
attention. Make sure you know when the boat is going to set sail. No
dawdling and making excuses that you didnOt know the schedule. The boat
is here and the time to get on is now.

Next. This is a good time to look around. You see all  the people hereto
celebrate your baptismal day? Well, weOre all in this together. You just canOt
do it alone. One of the truly terrific things about the church is that itOs a
family, an extended family. And, weOre all in the boat  with you E so,
you/we should really make the best of it.

Number 3. It was a bright an sunny day when Noah got the word to build a
boat, a BIG boat. ONhy? Ohe must have asked, QtOs a beautiful day.OAnd,
thatOs the point, isnOt it? You fix the roof when itOs not raining , right? Noah
understood that he had to  get the supplies from The Home Depot and  build
the ark while the weather was good. So, donOt put things off when you need

to deal with them today. Got it? Good.

The fourth lesson. You are both young . YouQ@e kids. Cameron, you havenOt
even seen the celebration of a birthday. But guess what? You donOt stay
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young. YouOll be speeding around our beautiful sun and, before you know

it, the laps will mount up and youOll be in double digits. Then, the decades
will clip by and youOll think, My God, IOve been on this rock for 60 years /O
And, when you get that old N itOs really not that old! N you might just be
asked to do something really big E like build an ark or start a new business
or take care of your grandkids or s hingle the roof or write a novel or read

the lessons at church on Sunday. Never can tell. When you think youOve
gotten old E you ainOt/ ItOs just time to get going E again.

So, #5. When those who think they understand , or think theyOre right ,
begin to har p on you and say youOre nuts to be building this football field -
sized ark in the middle of the sunny summer  day, just throttle back and let
their comments roll off your back. ~ What do they know compared to the
voice youOre listening to? It will be hard not _to bend to the criticism, but
hey, itOs youOre life andyouOre the one whoOs listening to Spirit in your
heart.

Sixth on the chart? Build whatOs most important to you on high ground.
Malayla & Cameron, always stay on the high ground and let those who
snip e and gripe wallow in the muck. Who you are and what you bring to
the party needs be for the whole, for ALL and not just for yourself or a
select group. How you act in the world will usually mean more than what
you do. So, kids, keep your feet dry E stay on the high ground.

Here you are today as a pair of Murrays. Brother and sister.  The lesson is
stick together. ItOs good to travel with a sibling a friend, a pal, a lover, a
spouse, a partner . Being with someone else is safe and smart. Number 7 on
the Noah Os listis to travel in pairs. You canOt do this life alone and so
choose a terrific partner to share love and life, good food, travel, children,
work, and all the rest.

Next, snails and cheetahs. Do you know what they have in common? Two
cheetahs and two snails, all four made it onto the ark. DidnOt matter that
the cheetahs are fast as the wind or the snails are not. So, sometimes youOll
speed along. But, sometimes, youOve just got to slow down. ThereOs nothing
wrong with taking your time as Iong as you know where youOre headed.
ThereOs nothing wrong with gomg fast either, but make sure you donOt miss
the gangway because youQe zipping along talking on your cell phone.

Nine. You guys donOt know the Noah story but your mom and dad will tell

it to yo u soon enough. When they do, youOQOll learn that it rained and rained
and the boat that was by built on high ground started to float because the
water rose so high. Without a motor or a sall, it just floated. Which is to

say, sometimes, the best thing to do is nothing E just float. Let the old boat
ride on the waves and know that all is well. DonOt worry about a thing. This
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is very counter -intuitive. Mostly we want to control everything and we try
awfully hard to do it. Just float. Remember, let go and float when youOre
really stressed and everything will be fine.

Number 10. ItOs very easy to doubt, to question yourself. But remember, the
ark was built by amateurs and the Titanic by professionals. You  cando it.
You can be who you need to be. First and foremost, listen to your heart E
and bring what you know in your heart to your mind. Th at@ what faith is.
ItOs being who it is God has made you to be.

And, finally, number 11. Times will come when you Ore floating around on a
stormy sea, no rudder, a bunch of stinky animals and two slimy snails
expecting to be fed and cleaned. WhatOs to be done. UGH ! You might even
consider jumping overboard. Yet, even when youOre knee deep in alligators,
remember this day when GodOs blessing for you was celebrated. God created
each of you as the bless+d children you are and that same God will be with
you always. You are never alone. So, after you feel sorry for yourself, after
youOve slopped the pigs, thrown hay to the horses, played with the geckos,
step out on deck in the blowing wind and wait for the rainbow which will

surely come.

Amen.
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